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	Basic
Info.
	Course Standard & Approval 
	 "AI + Tarrif Classification" 
Shanghai Donghai Vocational and Technical College  2025.6.30
	Semester Teaching Content
	1–21 Sections of commodities
Chapters 1–92

	
	Textbook Name & Author/Publisher
	*Case Analysis of Compliance and Remedies in Cross-Border Trade*; Lin Qian; China Customs Press
*The Import and Export Commodity Code Query Manual (2025 Edition)*, compiled by the China Customs Declaration Association ，published by China Customs Press, serves as a textbook for Customs Affairs proficiency testing.
	
	

	
	
Time Allocation
	Item 



Class
	As per Teaching Plan
	Planned Weekly Hours This Semester
	Comparison of planned hours with the hours specified in the syllabus (use "+" and "-" to indicate increases and decreases)

	
	
	
	Total Hours
	Completed Hours
	Remaining Hours
	During this semester
	Total Hours
	Lecture
	Exercise
	Experiment
	Moral Ed. Practice
	Review Hours
	Test & Exam
	Reserve Hours
	Labor Activity
	Total Hours
	Lecture
	Experiment
	Practice

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Regulation
Hours
	Teaching Weeks
	Weekly Hours
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Customs Affairs 22501/
22502
	60
	0
	60
	60
	15
	4
	60
	54
	
	6
	
	2
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Explanation
   
I. Analysis of Teaching Targets
The students are from the Class of 2025, Customs Affairs Major (Secondary–Higher Vocational Articulation Program). Having completed secondary vocational education, they possess a basic understanding of international trade and commodity knowledge. Students in the articulation class generally show good discipline, strong willingness to pursue higher education, enthusiasm for core courses, and a strong desire to acquire new knowledge. However, their overall academic foundation and analytical and expressive abilities are still limited, requiring further cultivation and reinforcement during teaching. This course focuses on guiding students to master classification methods and techniques, become familiar with commodity categorization, and solve practical problems encountered in classification work.
II. Teaching Objectives and Requirements
Upon completion of this course, students will systematically master the structure and classification principles of China’s Customs Tariff, as well as the basic knowledge and skills of import/export commodity classification. The course lays a solid foundation for their future careers in customs declaration, pre-classification, and preparation for the Customs Professional Qualification Test. Aligning with the trend of AI application, the course incorporates AI-assisted exercises and case analysis to enhance students’ independent learning and classification capabilities, supporting the development of their professional competence and professionalism in customs practice.
III. Handling of the textbook (addition and deletion of teaching content).
Textbook Selection: 2025 Import/Export Commodity Classification Manual, edited by the China Customs Brokers Association and published by China Customs Press. It is the designated textbook for the Customs Professional Qualification Test. Given the complexity of the textbook content, teaching adheres to the essential and sufficient principle by selecting key content appropriately, with balanced emphasis, to cultivate students’ classification skills and pre-classification capabilities.
Content Prioritization: Due to the extensive scope of the subject, not all content can be covered in depth. Key chapters are prioritized, while less exam-focused sections are briefly covered or omitted. Key teaching sections include Chapters 1–4 (common daily commodities with simple classification rules, suitable for stimulating interest and mastering basic principles), as well as Chapters 6, 11, 15, 16, and 17 (major import/export commodities in China). Other sections require general understanding only.
IV. Key Teaching Points and Difficulties
•Key Points: Chapters 1–4, 6, 11, 15, 16, and 17 (core examination content for the Customs Professional Qualification Test).
•Difficult Points: Chapters 5, 6, and 16. These commodities are less familiar to students in daily life, requiring supplementary professional knowledge for full understanding.
V. Measures and Means to Improve Teaching Quality
5.1. The unique nature of the "AI + Tariff Classification" course necessitates extensive practice to master classification techniques. Therefore, students are required to complete homework after studying each commodity category, supplemented with appropriately challenging cases and the use of AI-based classification tools to broaden their analytical approaches, thereby developing the professional classification skills needed for the digitalized customs clearance sector. The course includes approximately 500 practice questions, along with additional extracurricular exercises and case materials available on the Smart Vocational Education platform.
5.2. Given that this course is relatively abstract and students lack product knowledge, instructors can prepare relevant visual materials or images to introduce product-related concepts, thereby stimulating students' interest, prompting questions, and fostering discussion; based on student inquiries and discussions, teachers should then introduce the corresponding instructional content. Instructors should extensively reference various case studies and up-to-date materials to conduct progressive analysis and argumentation of challenging topics, with a focus on guiding students in developing analytical and argumentative skills.
5.3. During the teaching of each key and challenging module, practical assignments are integrated into the curriculum content. Students are required to collect, organize, summarize, and analyze materials while participating in classroom discussions and exchanges. The objective is to develop their practical skills as well as their oral and written communication abilities in these areas. Teachers must evaluate and analyze students' assignments.
VI. Reform of teaching methods and evaluation methods
6.1. Combining theoretical instruction with case analysis
The teaching approach for fundamental tariff classification theories involves instructor-led lectures to help students grasp key concepts, followed by the use of typical exercises or commodity case studies to elaborate and analyze the theories. This methodology aims to enhance students' understanding of core principles and improve their problem-solving capabilities.
6.2. Implement the classroom discussion teaching method
Adopting a student-centered approach maximizes students' initiative in learning tariff classification. This not only deepens their understanding of commodity knowledge but also enhances their ability to apply classification criteria, improves their logical thinking and practical application skills, while fully developing their language proficiency and communication abilities.
6.3. Utilizing information technology in teaching
This course effectively incorporates AI-powered tools to enhance instructional support. Specifically, it employs complex classification cases to enable students to utilize AI tools for categorization, while also utilizing classification robots developed in collaboration with modern apprenticeship partners to provide correction and guidance. This approach enables students to master the proper use of enterprise AI classification tools in advance, fostering independent thinking and extended learning. Leveraging school multimedia facilities, the course develops multimedia courseware that integrates textual materials, images, and audiovisual resources, creating comprehensive, engaging, and multidimensional teaching experiences. In line with the latest Customs Commodity Pre-classification Regulations, the course continuously updates its content by sourcing the most recent information from online sources to ensure relevance and applicability.
6.4. Performance Evaluation
Grade Composition: Regular performance and final exam scores each account for 50%.
Regular Assessment: Class attendance (10%); Classroom participation (10%); Homework (30%, including unit-based assignments and group projects).
Final exam format: Closed-book paper test exam lasting 90 minutes.
VII. Other Notes
 None

	NO.
	Teach
Week
	Chapter
	Teaching content
	Class hours
	Teaching methods
	Work assignments
(Note in-class and extracurricular)
	Note

	1
	1
	Introduction
	The commodity coordination system and classification criteria; General Classification Rules 1–2
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	
	

	2
	2
	Introduction
	General Classification Rules 3–4;
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	Post-class Exercise 1
	

	3
	3
	Review the general principles and Chapters 1 and 3.
	General Classification Rules 5–6; Review the classification rules;
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	
	

	4
	4
	Chapters 2, 4, and 5
	Category 1: Live animals; Animal products;
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	Post-class Exercise 2
	

	5
	5
	Chapters 6–9
	Category 2: Plant products;
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	
	

	6
	6
	Chapters 10–15
	Category II: Plant products; Category III: Animals, plants, and their derived products; refined edible oils; animal and plant waxes;
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	Post-class Exercise 3
	

	7
	7
	Chapters 16–24 and 25–30
	Category IV: Food, beverages, etc.; Category V: Mineral products
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	Post-class Exercise 4
	

	8
	8
	Chapters 31–38
	Class VI: Chemical Products
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	Post-class Exercise 5
	

	9
	9
	Chapters 39–40;
	Category 7: Plastics and rubber;
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	Post-class Exercise 6
	

	10
	10
	Chapters 41–49
	Category 8: Leather; Category 9: Wood; Category 10: Paper
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	Post-class Exercise 7
	

	11
	11
	Chapters 50–63
	Class 11: Textile Classification
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	Post-class Exercise 8
	

	12
	12
	Chapters 64–71
	Class 12: Shoes, hats, umbrellas, boots; Class 13: Stone materials and gypsum; Class 14: Precious stones and precious metals.
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	Post-class Exercise 9
	

	13
	13
	Chapters 72–83
	Class 15: Base Metals
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	Post-class Exercise 10
	

	14
	14
	Chapters 84–92
	Class 16: Electromechanical Products   Class 17: Transportation Equipment   Class 18: Instruments and Watches
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	Post-class Exercise 11
	

	15
	15
	
	Review Questions
	4
	Combining practice with instruction
	
	

	
	
	
		Note: Given that the schedule for the Customs Competency Test varies annually, instruction on the classification of mechanical and electrical products, as well as textile products—key exam topics—is likely to be completed prior to the test.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Note: 1. Teaching content must be arranged according to a specific weekly schedule;
   2. The total hours arranged in the teaching schedule must be counted in conjunction with the class hours.
